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PROBLEM* To create a series of internally controlled CIA honor awards, 
to supplement the national Security Medal and the Medal of Freedom, for 
presentation to employees of the Agency and others offici ally associated 
tte Agency whose performance warrants such tangible recognition of 

valuable services „ 

2 0 ASSUMPTIONS * 


a 0 Hi furtherance of the U„ S e intelligence effort some individuals perform 
outstanding acts of valor, achievement or service which cannot be appro® 
priately recognised under present CIA procedures. 

b 0 The opportunity for outstanding contribution is present at all levels and 

in all areas 0 

3o PACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM* 

a 0 Military and civilian agencies recognise by personal decoration out= 
standing valor., achievement and service e 

b<> The U» S, Government recognises valor by awarding decorations of various 
levels reserved for that purpose on3y<> Each of these decorations takes 
precedence over a decoration of comparable level awarded for achievement 
or service. 


e 0 The effectiveness of such decorations depends to a large degree up on the 
standards under which they are awarded, as well as upon the recognition 
and appreciation accorded then® 

d» This Agency, in contrast to other elements of the U„ S, Government, lacks 
a system of internally controlled honor awards for presentation to de® 
serving employees and others officially associated with the Agency, 

ko DISCUSSION* 


a n It is proposed that a new National Security Council decoration reserved 
exclusively for valor, to be known as the National Security Cross, be 
established end that it bo the senior decoration available in the field 
of intelligence relating to the national security. The present National 
Security Medal will remain the senior decoration for outstanding achieve® 
reent or service in the field of intelligence relating to the national 
security. Three new CIA decorations would take precedence immediately 
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after the medals of the National Security Council so that, including 
the Modal of Freedom, a range of six decorations would be available 
for CIA personnel* In order to present a comparison with established 
decorations of the Services, it is envisaged that these awards would 
rank as shown below: 

National Security Cross 
(an exceptional award) 

National Security Medal 
(m exceptional award) 

CIA Medal for Valor 
(a highly selective award) 

CIA Exceptional Service Medal 
(a highly selective award) 

CIA Meritorious Service Modal 
((with Device for Valor) 
i& comparatively liberal award) 

CIA Meritorious Service Medal 
(a comparatively liberal award) 

Medal of Freedom 
(a comparatively liberal award) 

(used by CIA to recognize acts 
of merit performed overseas, 
particularly when a security 
connotation is present) 

The three CIA medals would be awarded 
are met: 

CIA Medal for Valor <, The recipient must have distinguished himself by 
tT voiuntary act of” heroism, or by a series of closely related acts, 
involving the acceptance of existing dangers with praiseworthy fortitude 
and exemplary courage* 

CIA Exceptional Service Meda l s The recipient must have distinguished 
himself by performance oFcutstanding services or by achievement of a 
distinctively exceptional nature in a duty of responsibility, the re® 
suits of which constitute a major contribution to the missions of the 
Central Intelligence Agency „ 

CIA Meritorious Service Medal ( with Device for Valor) . The recipient 
must have dis^nguishVKrhiilirseif tiie voluntary acceptance of existing 
dangers with praiseworthy fortitude and exemplary courage* 

C IA Meritorious Service Medal , The recipient must have distinguished 
MmselFTjy performance of meritorious services or by achievement, in 
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Distinguished Service Cross 
Navy Cross 

Distinguished Service Modal 
Silver Star 
Legion of Merit 
Bronxe Star Medal 

Bronze Star Medal 

Bronze Star Medal 

only when the following criteria 


* 
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addition to the duties normally aipected of him, requiring initiative 
and extra effort which have contributed to the accomplishment of the 
missionB of the Central. Intelligence Agency* 


CONCLUSIONS* 


£U 


‘;bo present CIA Honor Awards Program would be enriched by the establish- 
ment of the decorations referred to in paragraph h above. 

Such awards should be made a matter of record and appropriate notice, 
and should be presented under circumstances suitable to the stature of 
t <e awards* Security considerations will determine the ext ait of pub- 
jjbC&vi on • 


6 C RECOMMENDATIONS* 


a* That, utilising the authority of Public Lew 600, the CIA decorations 
proposed in paragraph h above (CIA Medal for Valor, CIA Exceptional 
Service Medal and CIA Meritorious Service Medal) be authorized bv the 
Director of Central Intelligence* 


b. 


That the CIA Honor Awards Board prepare recommendations for submission 

Central Intelligence regarding Idle newly proposed 
National Security Cross referred to in paragraph U above* 

That the CIA Honor Awards Board be made responsible for recanmending 

standards, for reviewing recommendations, and 
for transmitting to the Director a report of Board action in respect to 
each recanmendation submitted for one of the decorations described above. 


That Agency Regulation 


accordingly amended* 
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CdiCURKENCESt 



Chairmen 

CIA Honor Awards Board 



T»y -1'HL.I III Mill 

Service B 


Date* 

ACTION BT APPROVING AUTHORITY* 
APPROVED* 


deputy director of Central Intelligence 
Date* 



Intelligence 
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